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In Bangladesh, many underutilized fruit and vegetables are gro-
wing without much care largely in the homestead, fallow and forest
areas as well as at the roadside and railway lines. Those fruit are well
adapted to the local climate, are highly nutritious and contribute to po-
verty reduction and household food security of rural people and play
a significant role in herbal medicine. Huge numbers of tribal people
are also dependant on the underutilized fruit and vegetables. Underu-
tilized fruit trees like river ebony (Diospyros peregrine), velvet apple
(Diospyros discolor), Garcinia cowa and ber (Zizyphus mauritiana)
contribute to protection against natural disasters and balancing the
coastal ecosystem. The contribution of these fruit to the nutrition
of poor people and in alleviating poverty in coastal, hunger prone
(monga) and flood affected areas is also recognized. Plantations of the
underutilized fruit ber (Ziziphus mauritiana cv. BAU Kul 1) tremen-
dously contribute to poverty reduction and natural soil reclamation
from saline to non-saline conditions. Almost every year, Bangladesh
faces serious floods and other natural disasters in about one third of its
area and people suffer serious food shortage and nutrition problems.
Similarly, in the extreme northern part of the country (about one-tenth
of the country area), periodic serious food crises due to shortage of
employment and unavailability of crop harvests is popularly called
monga. In all these areas, underutilized crops contribute a lot as risk
buffers and ensure household food security.
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Fruits of Warm Climates is the encyclopedia for those who want
to know ! In one definitive volume, Morton explores the world of tro-
pical and subtropical fruit, providing information on the history of the
plants, cultivation techniques, food and alternative uses, nutrition, va-
rieties, and much more. Written in a professional yet accessible voice,
Fruits of Warm Climates is a must-have for anyone interested in tro-
pical horticulture.

Valuable for researchers as well as home and commercial gro-
wers, Fruits of Warm Climates masterfully packages the essential
information on familiar and not-so-familiar tropical fruit. With over
400 pages containing hundreds of images, the volume is overflowing
with information on countless varieties of fruits. Years after its ori-
ginal publication, Fruits of Warm Climates remains a leading text on
the subject and the pinnacle work of economic botanist Julia F. Mor-
ton. It is an important resource for every agricultural, research, and
science library.

Julia F. Morton was Research Professor of Biology and Director
of the Morton Collectanea (a research and information center devo-
ted to economic botany) at the University of Miami. She received a
D. Sc. from Florida State University in 1973 and was elected Fellow
of the Linnean Society of London in 1974. She has held numerous
positions in the field including President of the Florida State Horticul-
ture Society, a member of the Board of Trustees of Fairchild Tropical
Garden, and served on the Board of Directors of the Florida National
Parks and Monuments Association. She is the author of 10 books and
co-author of 12 others.
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