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Although there are some records of hel- 
minthic diseases of captive animals in Nigeria 

. (1, 2) these reports contain little information 
on cestode parasites of captive carnivores. 
We therefore report the occurrence of the 
tapeworm, Taenia hydatigena in the Lion. 
Two adult lions both 16 and 15 years old 
respectively originally donated to the Uni- 
versity of Ibadan zoo by the Leipzig Zoological 
gardens, East Germany, were found to be 
passing segments of the tapeworm later identi- 
fied as Taenia hydatigena. The lions were 
fed usually on alternate days with raw goat 
meat and apaft from the fact that tapeworm 
segments were found in their faeces no other 
untoward effects were observed. Adult cestode 
infection normally occurs in carnivores because 
of their feeding habits and it is possible that 
the lions acquired the infection while being 
fed on goat meat. Cysticercus tenuicollis, the 
intermediate state of the parasite normally 
occurs in the tissues of herbivores such as 
goats and sheep and the cysts have been found 

commonly in sheep and goats (3, 4, 5) and 
occasionally in man in Africa. 

As far as we know, this is the first report of 
Taenia hydatigena in the Lion in Nigeria. 
BAMIDELE and OGUNRINADE (1) also 
recorded finding cysts of an unidentified cestode 
in the faeces of the spotted hyaena (Crocuta 
crocuta). It is therefore possible that there is 
a domestic cycle of the parasite in the zoo. 
This poses a, great danger to the other herbi- 
vores in the zoo and the zoo keepers since the 
larval stages also develop in man. 
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RESUMEN 

OGUNGBADE (S. G.), OGUNRINADE (A. F.). - Caso 
de infestacion por Taenia hydatigena en un leon (Panthera 
leo) en cautividad. Rev. Elev. Méd. vét. Pays trop., 1984, 
37 (1) : 30-31. 

Se encontre Taenia hydatigena en dos leones adultos 
del zoo de la Universidad de Ibadan. Es el primer caso 
notado en Nigeria. 
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