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PIERCE COLFER C. J., 2020. MASCULINITIES IN 
FORESTS – REPRESENTATIONS OF DIVERSITY. 
USA, ROUTLEDGE, 266 P.

Masculinities in Forests: Representations of 
Diversity demonstrates the wide variability 
in ideas about, and practice of, masculinity 
in different forests, and how these relate to 
forest management. While forestry is widely 
considered a masculine domain, a significant 
portion of the literature on gender and deve-
lopment focuses on the role of women, not 
men. This book addresses this gap and also 
highlights how there are significant, demons-
trable differences in masculinities from forest 
to forest. The book develops a simple concep-
tual framework for considering masculinities, 
one which both acknowledges the stability 
or enduring quality of masculinities, but also 
the significant masculinity-related options 
available to individual men within any given 
culture. The author draws on her own expe-
riences, building on her long-term experience 
working globally in the conservation and 
development worlds, also observing masculi-
nities among such professionals. The core of 
the book examines masculinities, based on 
long-term ethnographic research in the rural 
Pacific Northwest of the US, Long Segar, East 
Kalimantan, and Sitiung, West Sumatra, both 
in Indonesia. The author concludes by pulling 
together the various strands of masculine 
identities and discussing the implications of 
these various versions of masculinity for forest 
management. This book will be essential 
reading for students and scholars of forestry, 
gender studies and conservation and develop-
ment, as well as practitioners and NGOs wor-
king in these fields. The Open Access version of 
this book, available at https://www.taylorfran-
cis.com/books/e/9780367815776, has been 
made available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 
4.0 license.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 

Taylor and Francis, 5550 W 74th Street, 
Indianapolis, IN 46268, USA.
www.routledge.com

PIERCE COLFER C. J., BASNETT B. S., ELIAS 
M. (EDS), 2016. GENDER AND FORESTS – 
CLIMATE CHANGE, TENURE, VALUE CHAINS 
AND EMERGING ISSUES. USA, ROUTLEDGE, 
362 PAGES

This enlightening book brings together the 
work of gender and forestry specialists from 
various backgrounds and fields of research 
and action to analyse global gender condi-
tions as related to forests. Using a variety of 
methods and approaches, they build on a 
spectrum of theoretical perspectives to bring 
depth and breadth to the relevant issues and 
address timely and under-studied themes.   
Focusing particularly on tropical forests, the 
book presents both local case studies and glo-
bal comparative studies from Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America, as well as the US and Europe. 
The studies range from personal histories of 
elderly American women’s attitudes toward 
conservation, to a combined qualitative / 
quantitative international comparative study 
on REDD+, to a longitudinal examination of oil 
palm and gender roles over time in Kaliman-
tan. Issues are examined across scales, from 
the household to the nation state and the glo-
bal arena; and reach back to the past to inform 
present and future considerations.  The collec-
tion will be of relevance to academics, resear-
chers, policy makers and advocates with diffe-
rent levels of familiarity with gender issues in 
the field of forestry.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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FARCY C., ROJAS-BRIALES E., MARTINEZ DE 
ARANO I., ROJAS-BRIALES E. (EDS), 2020. 
FORESTRY IN THE MIDST OF GLOBAL 
CHANGES. USA, CRC PRESS, 428 P.

Forestry today, like many other sectors that tradi-
tionally rely on material goods, faces significant 
global drivers of societal change that are less often 
addressed than the environmental concerns com-
monly in the spotlight of scientific, political, and 
news media. There are three major interconnected 
issues that are challenging forestry at its founda-
tion: urbanization, tertiarization, and globaliza-
tion. These issues are at the core of this book. The 
urbanization of society, a process in development 
from the first steps of industrialization, is particu-
larly significant today with the predominance and 
quick growth rate of the world’s urban population. 
Ongoing urbanization is creating new perspectives 
on forestry, inducing changes in its social represen-
tation, and changing lifestyles and practices with a 
tendency toward dematerialization. The process of 
urbanization is also creating a disconnect and in 
some ways is leaving behind rurality, the sector of 
society where forestry has traditionally developed 
and taken place over centuries. The second issue 
covered in this book is the tertiarization of the 
economy. In society today, the sector of services 
largely dominates the economy and occupies the 
major part of the world’s active population. This 
ongoing process modifies professional modalities 
and ways of life and opens new doors to forests 
through the immaterial goods they provide. It also 
profoundly changes the framework, rules, pro-
cesses, means of production, exchanges between 
economic factors, and the processes of innovation. 
The third issue is undoubtedly globalization in 
its economic, political, and social components. 
Whether it’s through bridging distances, crossing 
borders, accelerating changes, standardizing prac-
tices, levelling hierarchical structures, or pushing 
for interdependence, globalization impacts eve-
ryone, everywhere in multiple ways. Forestry is no 
exception. Forestry in the Midst of Global Changes 
focuses on these global drivers of change from the 
perspective of their relationships with how society 
functions. By analyzing them in depth through 
multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and even 
transdisciplinary approaches, this book is helping 
to design the forestry of tomorrow.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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MEHTÄTALO L., LAPPI J., 2020. BIOMETRY FOR 
FORESTRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DATA WITH 
EXAMPLES IN R. USA, CHAPMAN AND HALL/
CRC PRESS, 426 P.

“Biometry for Forestry and Environmental Data 
with Examples in R” focuses on statistical 
methods that are widely applicable in forestry 
and environmental sciences, but it also 
includes material that is of wider interest. Fea-
tures: 1. Describes the theory and applications 
of selected statistical methods and illustrates 
their use and basic concepts through examples 
with forestry and environmental data in R. 2. 
Rigorous but easily accessible presentation 
of the linear, nonlinear, generalized linear 
and multivariate models, and their mixed-ef-
fects counterparts. Chapters on tree size, 
tree taper, measurement errors, and forest 
experiments are also included. 3. Necessary 
statistical theory about random variables, esti-
mation and prediction is included. The wide 
applicability of the linear prediction theory is 
emphasized. 4. The hands-on examples with 
implementations using R make it easier for 
non-statisticians to understand the concepts 
and apply the methods with their own data. 
Lot of additional material is available at www.
biombook.org. The book is aimed at students 
and researchers in forestry and environmental 
studies, but it will also be of interest to statis-
ticians and researchers in other fields as well.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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PRANCE G. T. (ED.), 2020. TROPICAL RAIN 
FORESTS AND THE WORLD ATMOSPHERE. 
USA, ROUTLEDGE, 136 P.

This book, the result of a AAAS symposium 
organized to explore the ramifications of tropi-
cal deforestation, emphasizes the relationship 
of biosphere to troposphere, aiming to set tro-
pical forest ecology in the context of the global 
ecosystem. Table of contents: 1. Introduction 
to tropical rain forests. 2. Tropical forests: 
patterns of depletion. 3. Deforestation in the 
Brazilian Amazon basin measured by satellite 
imagery. 4. Tropical forests: interactions with 
the atmosphere. 5. Amazon rainfall, potential 
effects of deforestation, and plans for future 
research. 6. Catastrophic drought and fire in 
Borneo tropical rain forest associated with the 
1982-83 el Niño southern oscillation event.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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KALACSKA M., SANCHEZ-AZOFEIFA G. A. (EDS), 
2019. HYPERSPECTRAL REMOTE SENSING OF 
TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL FORESTS. USA, 
CRC PRESS, 352 P.

While frequently used in temperate environ-
ments, hyperspectral sensors and data are still 
a novelty in the tropics. Exploring the potential 
of hyperspectral remote sensing for asses-
sing ecosystem characteristics, Hyperspectral 
Remote Sensing of Tropical and Sub-Tropical 
Forests focuses on the complex and unique set 
of challenges involved in using this technology 
and the data it provides.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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MAXTON-LEE B., 2020. FOREST 
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABILITY IN 
INDONESIA – A POLITICAL ECONOMY STUDY 
OF INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE FAILURE. 
USA, ROUTLEDGE, 226 P.

Despite carefully constructed conservation 
interventions, deforestation in Indonesia is 
not being stopped. This book identifies why 
large-scale international forest conservation 
has failed to reduce deforestation in Indonesia 
and considers why key stakeholders have not 
responded as expected to these conservation 
interventions. The book maps the history of 
deforestation in Indonesia in the context of 
global political economy, exploring the rela-
tionship between international trade, the inte-
rests and ideology behind global sustainability 
programmes and the failures of forest conser-
vation in Indonesia. Global economic and poli-
tical ideologies are shown to have profoundly 
shaped deforestation. The author argues that 
the same forces continue to prevent positive 
outcomes. Case study chapters analyse three 
major international programmes: Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation (REDD+), the Norway-Indonesia 
bilateral partnership, and the Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) in Indonesia. The 
findings provide insight into the failures of glo-
bal climate change policy and suggest how the 
book’s theoretical model can be used to ana-
lyse other complex environmental problems. 
The book is a useful reference for students of 
environmental science and policy, political 
theory, international relations, development 
and economics. It will also be of interest to 
forestry professionals and practitioners wor-
king in NGOs.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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JEGATESEN G., 2019. THE ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLE OF PENINSULAR MALAYSIA – FROM 
THE FOREST TO THE URBAN JUNGLE. USA, 
ROUTLEDGE, 142 P.

To date, most studies of Malaysia’s aboriginal 
people, the Orang Asli, have studied the com-
munity in either the rural or forest settings. 
This book, however, outlines the dynamics of 
Orang Asli migration to Kuala Lumpur – Malay-
sia’s most urbanised region – and explores 
the lived experiences of these individuals in 
the urban space. The book begins by charting 
the history of the Orang Asli under British colo-
nial rule followed by the community’s expe-
riences under the Malaysian government, in 
an attempt to provide a deeper understanding 
of the economic and social complexities facing 
the Orang Asli today. Based on extensive origi-
nal research, the book goes on to discuss the 
interesting changes taking place among urban 
Orang Asli migrants with regards to gender 
dynamics, while exploring the unique ways in 
which these urban indigenous migrants main-
tain close links with their home communities 
in the rural spaces of Peninsular Malaysia. The 
book concludes by assessing how research on 
the urban Orang Asli fits into broader studies 
of urban and contemporary indigeneity in both 
Malaysia and abroad.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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LIEW K. C. (ED.), 2019. PROSPECTS AND 
UTILIZATION OF TROPICAL PLANTATION 
TREES. USA, CRC PRESS, 336 P.

Large numbers of tropical trees from natural 
forests or plantation forest are available for 
human consumption and management. This 
book focuses on the prospects and utiliza-
tion of tropical plantation trees in context of 
economic and business, planting, managing 
stocks, and uses of trees converted to various 
wood-based products. It provides information 
on key areas of tropical plantation trees inclu-
ding growth performance, nursery practices, 
soil properties, planting stock production, 
raw material cellulose, anatomy, pulping and 
papermaking, fiber modification, and proper-
ties of wood composites. This book introduces 
information for entrepreneurs or researchers 
before undertaking work with these tree 
species illustrating technical methodologies 
allowing for repetition or previous successful 
works. This information proves valuable to 
researchers if further work is needed for impro-
vement on these plant-derived products.
Adapted from the publisher’s summary. 
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